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not only Mellors’s irritable and withdrawn condition, especially at 

the beginning of the relationship, but also Lawrence’s settled 

hostility to sentimentalising the relation with animals; an attitude 

that a gamekeeper might well share. In her book, Norris celebrates 

Lawrence for his rare capacity to escape the anthropocentric 

viewpoint vis-á-vis the animal and his boldness in challenging 

conventional moral expectations, but here the contextless 

comparison allows the judgement of cruelty in its everyday sense to 

stand with unmodified self-evidence. It may be that in the end this 

is indeed the appropriate judgement to make of Mellors’s character, 

and that in turn might be a comment on the too overt intentionality 

of this novel, but that judgement would properly encompass 

consideration of the literary universe of each author.   

 Overall, these essays provide useful material and lines of 

thought for students of these writers but the major question 

ostensibly at the heart of the volume remains unaddressed and 

unnoticed as if hidden within full view.  
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Shirley Bricout published L’itinéraire d’un prophète en fuite: le 

texte biblique et la réflexion politique dans ‘Aaron’s Rod’, 

‘Kangaroo’ et ‘The Plumed Serpent’ de D. H. Lawrence in 2008, 

and she has now done English-speaking scholars the favour of 

translating the text into English. The book is a thorough, precise 

and detailed examination of Lawrence’s uses of the Bible, and of 

the political significance of these uses, in the three “leadership 

novels” to which the French title refers. 



Lawrence’s political thought is “an essential component in his 

quest for cosmic connections” which underlies his mature work 

(31), Bricout argues, and since this thought is “developed more 

particularly” in the three leadership novels (27), this is where she 

focuses her study. In particular, she focuses on the intertextual 

relationships these novels have with the Bible and claims that these 

relationships articulate a complex series of political ideas. As she 

puts it, “Lawrence, as a modern prophet, has resolutely 

appropriated the Holy Word in order to impart his own political 

vision of the world” (31).  

The first chapter, which the author modestly describes as a 

“preamble” to the study of the political significance of Lawrence’s 

relationship to the Bible (33), is in my opinion the most valuable. 

Bricout surveys the field of intertextual theory and takes from it 

what she finds most useful. In practice, it is Genette’s work, with 

his account of “hypotext” and “hypertext”, of which she makes 

most use, but she uses Barthes, Kristeva, Bakhtin, Derrida, Ricoeur 

and others where she needs to, and with considerable fluency. From 

this body of theory she develops three main ways in which she 

argues that Lawrence uses the Bible – “parody”, “pastiche” and 

“burlesque travesty” – to each of which she attaches a political 

significance. For example, “burlesque travesty … contributes to 

denouncing tradition whereas pastiche … heralds cosmic renewal” 

(55). The most valuable part of all in this chapter is the forty-page 

table, titled ‘Tables of Biblical Resonances’, which lists all the 

examples in the three leadership novels of borrowings from the 

Bible and next to each gives the biblical text from which they are 

borrowed (58–98).  

The second and third chapters are organised according to 

Bricout’s sense of the different political issues that Lawrence 

addresses in the leadership novels. The second chapter deals with 

Lawrence’s views on the Europe his exiled characters leave behind, 

and the third with the new places to which they journey. In the 

chapter on Europe, Bricout deals with the questions of religion, the 

War and women; in the chapter on exile, with language, empire and 



community. In each case, she sets out the ways in which 

Lawrence’s borrowings from the Bible articulate his political 

views. As she puts it in her theoretical chapter, ‘The Genesis of the 

Written Word’: “The source text, or hypotext, has … been 

amplified and transformed for precise semantic needs, in this 

instance to express a political argument” (49). In the final chapter, 

she deals with the political theories with which Lawrence 

interacted, especially Fascism and Marxism, again “chartering the 

mandate assigned to the source text [i.e. the Bible] woven into the 

narrative fabric” in order to “show how Lawrence responds to 

Fascist ideology and … [to] Marxism” (229). In the section on 

Marxism, she delves into the layers of intertextuality that arise from 

Lawrence’s use of the Bible to respond to Marxism which, she 

argues, itself has an intertextual relationship to the Bible.  

The greatest strength of the book is that Bricout’s sensitive ear 

has allowed her to produce what comes close to a complete account 

of Lawrence’s borrowings from the Bible in the three novels she 

studies. Time and again she shows that a phrase or a rhythm or a 

form from the novels has its roots in the King James Bible of 

Lawrence’s youth. She can trace back Aaron’s reflection on his 

seduction by Josephine in Aaron’s Rod – “If I’d kept myself back, 

my liver wouldn’t have broken inside of me, and I shouldn’t have 

been sick” (AR 90) – to Proverbs 7:22–23, on the young man 

seduced by an attractive woman: “He goeth after her straightway … 

/ Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, 

and knoweth not that it is for his life” (145). She can show that 

Lilly’s account of how a superior being can be recognised – “It is 

written between a man’s brows, which he is” (AR 281) – derives 

from Revelation 22:4: “And they shall see his face; and his name 

shall be in their foreheads” (208). She shows how the dialogue of 

Don Ramón’s fourth hymn in The Plumed Serpent picks up the 

dialogue between John of Patmos and the elders of Revelation 7:13-

14 (189); how rhythms in Lawrence’s prose pick up the parallelism 

characteristic of biblical poetry (43); and how even a single word 

can connote a biblical text. The word “so” in Somers’s reflection in 



Kangaroo, “Perhaps it must be so in a new country” (K 49), surely 

does, as Bricout asserts, refer back to the repeated “And it was so” 

of Genesis 1 (186). Very occasionally, there are texts of Lawrence’s 

that Bricout traces back to the Bible which do not seem to derive as 

clearly from the Bible as she claims, but these are the exception to 

the rule. She says that her forty-page table of biblical resonances in 

the novels is “not all-comprehensive” (101), but it is close, 

especially when taken together with the passages analysed 

throughout the rest of the book. Bricout has provided Lawrence 

scholars with a really valuable resource with respect to his vast, 

complex and constant references to the Bible. One can only hope 

that she will continue this kind of thorough tabulation of biblical 

references in the rest of Lawrence’s work. 

If there is any weakness in this excellent study, it would perhaps 

be that much of it takes place at what is in fact the intersection of 

two studies, that of Lawrence’s politics and that of his relationship 

to the Bible. Where these intersect, Bricout’s book is authoritative. 

But the question arises, to what extent do they intersect? Does 

Lawrence only express political views with his biblical references, 

or does he do other things in addition? Bricout herself points to 

examples in which he expresses political views in other ways than 

through his relationship to the Bible (265, 280). So it would be 

useful to hear, in assessing what Lawrence does with his biblical 

language as a whole, how the political uses of this language to 

which Bricout points are related to all the other kinds of uses to 

which he puts it. And vice versa, how Lawrence’s biblical 

intertextuality is related to all the other ways in which he expresses 

his political views.  

With this one caveat, the book is superb. It is thorough, detailed, 

sensitive and well argued. It is the authoritative text on Lawrence’s 

uses of the Bible in the three novels it covers, and an indispensable 

contribution to the study both of Lawrence’s relationship to the 

Bible and of his politics. 

 

 


